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Lebanese industrialists disregarding ministry controls

BEIRUT: Industrial Research
Institute (IRI) director general
Bassam al-Feren said on Thurs-
day that some industrial organ-
izations were avoiding submit-
ting to controls imposed by the
Industry Ministry and as result
having a negative affect on the
industrial sector in Lebanon.

“Some industrialists in
Lebanon tend to avoid comply-
ing with rules and legislations
imposed by the Industry Min-
istry, pretending to be working
in accordance with the rules of
free exchange and open mar-
kets,” he said. “This poses a
threat to our economy.”

Feren’s remarks came during
a ceremony held at the IRI
headquarters in Beirut for the
distribution of certificates to a
number of industrial organiza-
tions for their high-quality
products mainly in textiles and
food industries.

The conference aims to
encourage Lebanese industrial-
ists to improve their environ-
mental performance.

Feren said that Lebanese
industrialists should in fact be
eager to manufacture high-
quality products because they
are the ones who represent
their country around the world
through their exports.

“Lebanese products are of a
good quality and industrialists
are expected to preserve this
high level of production in
order to increase our exports,”
feren added.

According to Bank Audi’s
Lebanon Economic Report, the
industry sector remained solid
on the local front in 2009,
whereas external demand was
revived in the last quarter of
the year alongside the gradual
recovery in industrial activity in
the region in the last few

months of the year.

It added that in the fourth
quarter of 2009, industrial
exports went up by 26 percent,
reversing the downward trend
that reigned throughout the first
nine months of 2009 to result in
an overall 0.6 percent growth in

U rhis is having a
negative effect
on the industrial
sector in Lebanon’

industrial exports last year.

On the other hand, accord-
ing to the same report,
Lebanon’s imports of industrial
machinery soared to new peaks
throughout 2009, reaching
$181.7 million in the first 11
months of 2009, as per the lat-
est data available, an increase
of 5.6 percent compared to the

same period the previous year.

This bodes well, it said, for
industrial activity in the coun-
try, as it indicates expanding
industrial projects, or even
plans to intensify industrial
activity in the short term.

The report also stated that
this in turn augurs well for eco-
nomic activity in the country, as
the share of industry from the
country’s GDP has been rising
slightly in the last few years to
reach around 10 percent.

“We always work on pro-
tecting the industrial sector
because it is one of the sectors
that are at the basis of our
national economy. Previous
experiences have proved that
delivering high quality prod-
ucts have very positive effect
on both producers and the envi-
ronment,” Feren said. “This
also helps us reac new mar-
kets,” he added.

Feren said that a lot of work
still needed to be done by cre-
ating a suitable environment for
competition in order to open
the way to Lebanese products
to reach outside markets with-
out any obstacles.

Lebanese Cleaner Produc-
tion center director Ali Yacoub
said that the aim of the confer-
ence was to help Lebanese
industrialists improve their
environmental and economic
performance by adopting mod-
ern production methods.

“We are working in close
cooperation with the Environ-
ment and Industry ministries,
the IRI and experts funded by
the Austrian government under
the supervision of the United
Nations Industrial Develop-
ment Organization to keep our
country up-to-date with all the
new production techniques,”
he added. — The Daily Star
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